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Misperceptionssurround DADT

It might surprise those of you who have little
experiencewiththe militaiy, butthe militaryisavery
lai” collectionofindividuak Andwhile many ofthem
did lament the passing of “Don’t Ask, Dont Tell”
(DADT), many ofthem were enthusiastic, and still
othersmarkeditwithaveiyunaithusiastic*whateva”™
Yet, Wiley Robinson in his Sept. 23 Beacon article,
asserted that “the military” put DADT in place to
persecute homosexuals, completely discoimting
Admiral Mike Mullen, the current Chairman ofthe
Joint Chiefs of Staff and one of the key voices
advocating agsinst DADT. Before | begin to lay out
why | support DADT, let me begin by asserting
something exceedingly rare in these types of
discussions— facts. DAIIT did not stop homosexuals
from serving in the United States Military, rather, it
allowed them to serve. Before the implementation of
DADT, homosexualswerenotallowedin the military
atal frifeet, DADT forbade my chain of command
fromaddng anyone else | served with ifthey were a
homosexual Thiswasthe source oftheoutra” atthe
onset of DADT.

IfDADT doesnotexistto persecute homosexuals,
then why does it exist? On &e battlefield there can
be no allegiances superior to those you have to the
man onyour leftand on yourri~t; from my firstday
inthe Marines it was made clearto me that the men
beside mewere more importantthan my motherand
fether, my girifriendand every otherrdationshiplhad
ever had. And they were. My mother and fether,
girlfriend, grandparents or friends couldnt save me
once we were imder fire; only my brothers could.
What’ more, there is no room for dissension — or,
more importantly, legitimate reasons for dissension;
and there is no room for fections. All attention must
be focused on the ta” at hand; the price for failures
ormistakesisdeath Anditisforthisreasonthatthere
is no room for romantic entanglements; whether
homosexual or heterosexual

Women are not allowed to serve in combat arms
units, so laws prohibiting fiatemization between men
and women, in these units at least, are unnecessary,
butinunitswhere women are allowed these laws are
in force, and ignored. As a result, there is much
jeculationasto how certain leadersgotand maintain
their positions; and it is all but fetal to morale. Men
areallowedto servein combatarmsunits, sothergjeal
of DADT exposes them to this very real risk of
dissension and fection.

SCRAMBIED EGGS-Alex Cline

OPINIC

Editor

So, that is my case for DADT; but now | would
like to get on to the inspiration for this article. In his
article, Robinson assertsthat “99.9 percent ofthe folks
wekilledoverthere”are innocent. How dareyou, sir?
Have you ever had to look any ofthose people in the
eye? Have you eaten food they graciously and
enthusiastic” preparedforyou— whenthey barely
haveenou” forthemselves? Letsa”in revertto fects
to make the case. We are not the ones intentionally
targetingiimocaitsoverthere; the terroristsare. Have
you missed the countless news stories to that effect?
I have fou”t these people and I tell that they do not
hold lifeinthe samere g * we do. They callouslyand
regulaiiy use drugaddicts, the mentally handicapped,
womenand childrenasthe pawns oftheir*mes; they
attack schools, torture fethers and sons to death and
decapitatejournalists. | willnot make the case thatno
innocents are dead at our hands; recentevents speak
to the opposite. Rather, | make the case that these
incidents are either unintentional collateral damage
orisolated incidents.

Butwe didntjust leave those poor people out of
thefi~t; whenever possible, we helpedthem Webuilt
schoolsand water treatment plants, treated the sick,
fedthe hungryand clothedthe naked Americanshave
no reason to be ashamed of the actions of their
governmentinthewarsineither Iragor AJNianistan;
our men and women in uniform have comported
themselves with no small measures of valor and
kindness. Furthermore, we did notinvade Iraq “forits
resources.” We invaded to prevent Saddam Hussein
finm acquiring weapons of mass destmction, which
he used on the Itods inthe *90s and which his top
generals and stafftestified he moved to Syria.

Itis always odd to me that these kin” of articles
are written about the military by people who have
enjoyedthe protection ofthe military. Because ofour
mBitary, the warsthatwage in our enemies’badgards
are notwaging in our owa We do not have to listen
to the anguished screams of mothers as they look on
the bodies of their children. There is no risk that we
willbe captured off of Cumberland, taken to a plastic
linedroomandbeheaded. Andthisisallthanksto the
militaTy. So, please show some respect; or atthe very
least,dontt ~ cheap shots at the people who keep
you safe.

— Johnaihan Dunham is a senior in enterprise
management. He can be readied at
jdunham2@ utii.edu.
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