
I rebound during a game against Florida on Sunday. With all 
ing lineup, the Lady Vols routed the Gators on Senior Day,
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On Wednesday, Feb. 22, the 
OUTreach LGBT & M y  
Resource Center threw an 
open-house party to celebrate 
its two-year anniversary.

Donna Braquet, coordinator 
at the resource center and asso
ciate professor, was thrilled 
with the occasion.

“It’s really exciting that we’ve 
been open for two years,” 
Braquet said. “When we first 
opened in 2010 it felt kind of 
historic.”

Last year, the celebration 
lasted for only two hours, which 
led to crowding troubles due to 
all of the LGBTQ supporters 
coming to the center to give 
support.

This year, the party was an 
open house that ran from noon 
to 5 p.m. That way, fiiends and 
supporters of the center could 
come and go throu^out the 
day. Braquet said that faculty, 
students and the “regulars” 
attended the celebration 
throughout the day.

“People came in, they chat
ted with everyone here,” 
Braquet said. “We had an 
anniversary cake. It was really 
just a nice time.”

Now past its first two years, 
Braquet said the center is look
ing into the year ahead. One of 
its major goals is to find more 
funding, particulaily so that the 
center can be open more hours.

“But we know that in this 
economy that can be to u ^ ,” 
Braouet said. “It’s hard on all

the university departments 
r i ^ t  now.”

Today, the only money the 
center receives from the univer
sity comes from the 
Chancellor’s Commission for 
LGBT People. Additional fund
ing comes from private dona
tions made by supporters of the 
center.

The existence of a place like 
the resource center is a pleasant 
surprise for Braquet and her 
colleagues. She recalled her 
own college experience when 
she came out. Things weren’t 
nearly as supportive or positive 
as they are now.

“Tve been here at UT for 8 
years, and many of my col
leagues have been here even 
longer... and we just think that 
being here is a major accom
plishment,” she said.

That two-year existence of 
support is the core of the center, 
Braquet said.

“Just knowing that there is a 
place for (LGBTQ students), 
where they can be themselves 
and know that they’re in a safe 
and supportive environment, 
goes a long way,” Braquet said. 
“And having it here on campus 
shows to them that UT and the 
administration support them.”

Students like Cole Gamer, 
who identifies as bisexuaL think 
parties like this are a sign of 
progress and acceptance.

‘J t puts the university in a 
very modem place, and just 
that the university is very in 
touch with a lot of social issues 
and social freedoms.” Gamer, 
senior in psychology, said.



L6BTQ
G arner has been com ing 

to  the cen te r for a year and 
a half. He has also volun
teered  there  for a sem ester.

“I t ’s ju s t a g reat place 
and  a g rea t re so u rce ,” 
G arner said. “I t ’s a g reat 
asse t to  the com m unity.” 

A nother stu d en t w ho 
appreciates th e  support of 
th e  O U T reach ce n te r is 
undecided freshm an Robyn 
D odd. She id en tif ie s  as 
bisexual and is questioning 
th e  p oss ib ility  o f be ing  
transgender.

“I actually .went to  high 
school and m iddle school in 
K noxville,” D odd said . 
“A nd UT, and especially

is m uch, m uch b e tte r  at 
acceptance. ... I t’s kind of 
like an oasis.”

But i t ’s no t ju s t the 
LGBTQ aspect of th e  cen
te r  th a t D odd appreciates, 
bu t also how they accept 
ano ther p a rt of her person
ality. D odd is autistic .

“T he people here are . 
much m ore accep ting  of no t P  
ju s t LGBT issu es,” D odd 
said. “T hey’re much m ore ^  
accep ting  of my social diffi- . 
cu lties than  o th e r places.
I t ’s g rea t.” o

W hen asked if D odd will 
continue to  v isit the  cen te r '  
as she continues her college 
career, she sm iled and nod-


