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V In an effort to dissolve discrimination, one woman is using her 
(yj camera lens to capture LGBT people, as they are.

,  Documentary filmmaker and photographer iO lille tt W ri^ t will 
/ \ j  visit Knoxville to photograph LGBT students and other individuals 

^  for her nationwide project titled “Self-Evident Truths.” W ri^ t held 
her first portrait session on Sunday at Lox Salon in the Old City and 
will he in Knoxville until Tuesday.

Wright, who qualifies herself on the LGBT spectrum, will also host 
a reception on the lecture on Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Clarence Brown Theatre. UT’s Commission for LGBT People and 
Ready for the World wrote a letter to sponsor W r is t’s visit to UT.

Amid a planned appeal for the han of gay marriage in California,

lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered social issues have slowly 
turned into a modem dvil r i ^ t s  movement.

“Between all these different th in ^  that are happening, I think 
there’s more community than there ever has been,” Wright said. ‘1 
think it’s come to a  crisis point where it’s  going to break now. There’s 
just too many of us.”

While about 15 million Americans qualify themselves on some area 
of the LGBT spectrum, an exact number for UT students is not con
ducted. According to the commission, the university does not ask stu
dents to declare their sexual orientation, and for some students, par
ticipating in W ris t’s project is an act of “coming out.”

Jennifer Moshak, commission co-chair and associate athletic direc
tor for sports medicine, said the event is an effort for the commission 
to eliminate bias and discrimination a^ in s t LGBT students.

i n r a m K o n P a g e l

U 
in H 
the 5 
exhil

A
selec
librai
sions
stud(



Monday, March 12,2012

TRUTHS
amtinuedfrom Page]

“When we saw what she was trying to  do 
with the project, we really felt that we believed 
in her mission,” Moshak said. “Through the 
simplicity of a photograph, all people are equal. 
That’s exactly the message we want to send on 
this campus.”

For Moshak, the event is more personal. She 
, and her partner plan to participate in W r i s t ’s 

portrait project on Monday.
“I think it means a lot (to participate in the 

project),” Moshak said. “I thiidc it means being 
a part of something that is very special and a 
movement and sharing a message. It’s a very 
proud experience.”

Wright said in addition to religious influ
ences, most discrimination comes from misin
formation.

I think it comes from a lack of understand
ing and fear that usually repels people in dis
crimination,” W ri^ t  said. “Largely, what I’ve 
seen unfortunately is that it’s a face-based reali
ty. Usually people are just misinformed.”

Wright doesn’t use Photoshop or artificial 
lighting for her portraits. Instead, she depends 
on natural lighting and the honest coirrage of 
her subjects to convey her message.

Wright hopes the honesty of her portraits

NEWS
wiU help people outside of the LGBT spectrum 
to dissolve.

“They think that they don’t know any gay 
people,” W ri^ t  said. “I don’t think people 
would be as discriminatory if they knew us —  if 
they had a good look at us. I knew all these 
beautiful and wonderful people, and if I could 
see them, then I thought, ‘Let me try to show 
them.’”

W ri^ t has photographed over 1,000 individ
uals across the nation and hopes to obtain about 
8,000 to 10,000 portraits by the end o th er proj
ect. Since Feb. 24, Wright has photographed 
people in the South as a part of her Southern 
tour. Knoxville is her last stop for this trip.

Moshak hopes the event serves as a cat
alyst for more events and resources for LGBT 
students and ultimately eliminate discrimina
tion against LGBT students on campus.

“When you realize it’s your neighborhood, 
child, cousin, suddenly there’s a name to it,” 
Moshak said. “You can say, ‘They’re not that 
bad of a person, why are we discriminating 
them.’”

Students and others interested in having 
their pictures taken for the project should e-mail 
sehevident2011@gmail.com to reserve a spot. 
The portraits will be shown 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday, March 12, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 13, at the OUTreach Center in 
Melrose HaU, Room F103.
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